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Artist Statement 
 
Phyllis Williams is a textile artist from Encounter Bay in South Australia. She 
specializes in unique, intricate and colourful hand-knitted garments that are light 
weight and comfortable to wear year round. 
 
Knitting from a young age she developed her current techniques through much 
experimentation with both wool weights and color dying. 
 
Using a stranded knitting technique, similar to Fair Isle knitting but eliminating the 
long' floats ‘by anchoring the yarn between stitches, the garments retain the beautiful 
drape of knitting combined with the added durability and stability of woven fabrics. 
This technique also enables Phyllis to incorporate finely detailed graphic and nature-
based motifs without the trade mark geometric regularity of Fair Isle work. 
 
Phyllis exclusively uses Bendigo 2ply wool in order to achieve a consistent finish and 
excellent  color fast dye retention. 
 
The design concept, graphing of design, dyeing process and handknitting of the fine 
2 ply garment takes approximately 12 weeks to complete. 
 
Design training and work for many years as a lecturer and practitioner in costume 
construction inform the structure of her pieces while the concepts and design 
inspirations come from many hours of research into diverse subjects such as tribal 
rugs, Chinese Opera costumes, William Morris designs and Escher prints. 
 
 Each garment is an individual piece of wearable art. 
 
 

 
Brief CV 
 
2014 to 2018  
 

Various private commissions - names can be provided on request 
 
2017 

SALA group exhibition, Pepper Street Gallery, Magill, SA - The Art of Crafts,  
 

SA Film Corporation production – major knitted costume piece for Hilary 
Swank in I am Mother film due for release July  2019 

   
2016  

Solo exhibition, Burnside Civic Centre Atrium, Works on Wool.  
      

SALA group exhibition, Bridgewater Mill The Art of Knitting    
             



Organised and coordinated a group of local knitters to produce accessories 
for the S A Film Corporation production Deadline Gallipoli.  

 
Ran several workshops and demonstrations on knitting techniques, dyeing 
and design 

 
 
 
2015 to 2018 
 

Set up and coordinated craft groups at Pepper Street Gallery  
 
Awarded numerous knitting prizes including 'Best in Show' by the Adelaide 
Royal Show several times. 

 
2014 
 

Retired from full-time work to pursue art practice. 
 
2000 to 2014 
 

Lecturer/ Coordinator: TAFE Costume for Performance course,  
 

Worked on numerous productions both in-house, locally and interstate, 
including State Theatre, State Opera, Leigh Warren Dancers, ADT, Meryl 
Tankard, Come Out Festivals, Brisbane Masters Games.  

 
Pre 2000 
 
Advanced Diploma in Design/Costume, TAFESA Center for Performing 
Arts, Adelaide 
 
Own business….Contract dressmaking and costume construction. 

 
 
 


